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1 Introduction and Study Area 

 PURPOSE OF FRAMEWORK AND METHODOLOGY  

• 

• 

• 

• 

 PEL STUDY AREA 
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Figure 1 Proposed PEL Study Area 
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2 PEL Process Framework 

• 

• 

• 

• 

  PEL LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE 

2.1.1 Federal Legislation and Guidance 

Legislation 

The Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy 
for Users (SAFETEA-LU) 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Statewide and Metropolitan Planning Regulations  

Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21) 

Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST Act)  

Guidance 

Every Day Counts Initiatives  

• 

• 

• 
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2.1.2 State Guidance 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 PEL PROCESS COMPONENTS 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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 PEL PROCESS EXPECTED OUTCOMES 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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3 Methodology 

 FHWA COORDINATION POINTS 

 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND AGENCY COORDINATION 
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 PEL STUDY TASKS AND PLANNING PRODUCTS 

3.3.1 PEL Study Tasks 

Task 1. Identify Transportation Needs/Existing Conditions 

Task 2.  Determine Reason for PEL Study and Desired Outcome 

DRAFT
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Task 3. Identify Stakeholders & Collaboratively Define Opportunities 

Task 4. Develop a Preliminary Purpose and Need Statement, Goals and 
Objectives 

Task 5. Develop Criteria for three phases of evaluation. DRAFT
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Task 6. Develop the Universe of Alternatives and Define Travel Modes 
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Task 7. Screen and Evaluate Concepts (Levels 1 through 3) 
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Task 8. Prepare PEL Study Report 

3.3.2 PEL Planning Products 

PEL Process Framework and Methodology Report 

Analysis, Needs, and Deficiencies Report DRAFT
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Technical Memorandum of Environmental and Community Resources 

Summary of Relevant Local, Regional and State Plans  

Plan for Public Involvement and Agency Coordination and Report 

Preliminary Purpose and Need Statement 

Alternatives Screening Methodology 

Report on Universe of Alternatives and Level 1 Screening  DRAFT
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Report on Initial Alternatives and Level 2 Screening  

Report on Preliminary Alternatives and Level 3 Screening  

PEL Study Report  

 Near-Term Projects Implementation Plan 

 PEL/NEPA Transition Technical Report  
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Figure 2 PEL Study Process/Product Flow Chart 
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